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Japanese Alternative Masculinities of
Fudanshi (“rotten boy”), Shota and Otoko no ko:

Mediating Utopian/Dystopian Motherhood

Kazumi Nagaike

BL has been embodied as the habitus of what Alice Jardine calls “gynesis,” an exclusively
female-oriented sphere. The word fujoshi, which literally means “rotten girl,” connotes the
presumed perversion of women who fantasize about male-male eroticism, and this term is now
widely accepted in popular jargon. Yoshimoto Taimatsu (2008 & 2010), a Japanese cultural
critic and one of the founders of Japanese fudanshi studies, attempts to widen that research
focus by making male readers of BL visible. I have previously shown the ways in which BL
may subvert socially enforced gender paradigms among Japanese heterosexual fudanshi
(Nagaike, 2015). In the process of recognizing their own desire to participate in BL, a
previously female-dominated genre, they may be enabled to take a postmodern perspective onto
pre-existing concepts of maleness and masculinity (e.g., practice self-feminization). I also
realized that in order to better understand the desire to consume male-male erotic narratives
among Japanese self-identified heterosexual fudanshi, issues regarding their physicality, and
sexual pleasure in particular, need to be addressed. In this presentation, I delineate the
characteristics of Japanese heterosexual fudanshi through a close reading of the book, Oretachi
no BL ron (We, Men’s BL Studies, 2016). An analysis of the reading practices of fudanshi may
also contribute to a critical discussion concerning ways in which particular aspects of queer
masculinity, such as conscious and subconscious desires for “motherhood” may be

accommodated within a Japan-oriented epistemology of shota: i.e., psychological or sexual
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attachment to, or love of, young boys. I fully consider both the utopian and dystopian
implications of fudanshi “becoming shota” (or a distorted Father) in the specific realm of
maternal narrativity that BL manifests, in which a constant displacement of gender, desire,
reality and fantasy is acted out. I also discuss ofoko no ko (cross-dressing pretty boys who look
exactly like girls) as transformed shota, as well as representing a 21%'-century form of two- and

three-dimensional displacement.
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Intercultural Communication (2019 & FijHA ; 2020 &£ # )

CEEED

R—3%

(e ft]

COREORPETRE b2 a=sr—va v OMEEZEE L. AAAN
EBRAEOBIULAZ TR &V D AN S BAANOERE LEEE & 2o
FRAZDOWTHFE Lz, BTl BSbEfig oA 308 (Y =
BYVRL, TATART IVFyxv—a w7, ip2E) 220 TEYLEE
fif, 70 —NRT A= a  ORENLFEE Lz, TORETITEARA
RN ZH# LTS LI A OB D R RBL L
77,

[(RtHE4]

HAGEREE S (LAR— MEA) (2019 41 #&4)

CEEED

B AR

[ ft]

RFETRELEEND LAR— FaEIET 2R LS8, By g
CIERR DB CENETLLIICRDLIIEEEEL TS, FT L
R— MR 25BN &2 O, MERESIC R o Do RH %
AT LB 5, e - AR - fbim & WO o T RE BRI 2 OY, eI
5 TFULEDVR— &t b5, FHRICEESNZLVAR— NI, B
AROEBEZBSELAIE LN L2 b OSLEBERE, B R OFEH O 21
T 572D ORE R IT I 5 BUF O Jigt~ D 78 SEIR < v O
<HEY FIF7=b 0 TENTZLORE -7, FE, 8HE, 515, 77
IVORTFAEDNZHEL, ZHERIT 1947207,

CEREED

AARERRE S (LAN— MERR) (2020 42 AT - £340)

CEEED

P S IE -

(e ft]

IOI—ATE, RPETBRELEND LFR— FEEHiFZH LS,
B AR CENET DL OICARB LR ABE Lz, ZORDICEHF
IZUTFO =00 LR— N ZBEIICER L, BT, LaA— NI
BB O, BERESICRAONSROBMEN L, £h
EEE L2 O A CEAMOLAR— EARE L, HIC, BIHOHER
F— B O - RO &5 2T, F— 220 LR— L %

— 135 —




TERR L7z, =1, Fram « Adm  iam O 2 F N, T Z TS L%
Bl 7E, M Lz ) AT, 5000 FUL LD LR — M E#E Lz, &2
HENTRE LR — M, T—FRLFEREZRLRD L, AEOBEEEIC
DL R, BRRE L W o IR BIRES . T2 AERICEOD
LR EZim CTRY ., FENANE, STV,

CEREED

KON (2019 R %)

CEEED

AP AR H

(e ft]

BRIDERETIN—TI0hI, BESNDREEZ XL LT, TOR
RTVLBUT v arRT A ANy v a YOME LD, F— LR
TORELLLFENEhoT-1-0, I —ADHPRETIZZ L —FRMAT
DAY —F 72 TV, BEZF~DIRA L N/ T ALENEALTH
KETICET EWITERESELTRA Lz, £la—2A0®%FETIEY
A ARERESFEM LTz, Z#HIZ254 T, F¥4E 134 L BARNFAE
1247257,

CEREED

KON (2020 FFFE %)

CEEED

P S IE -

[ ft]

FLFE L TRATEWZ EPmMBEMITIEL bV, NELZRAEL, LRL
IR BRI KFECRE N TEX D L IR DIEHZ{To7-, 7. i
R L, Elxtahi &2 HI T 272002, WRENTHE 05 5
ELEEMY . ZOME T, 0%, BLOH LT —~IZHONT
RNLT HEZ HRE L, EERWIIME DI =T 1 X— b &1To72, K
I, bRt KB oS5 7L rT—arEiToizh, XU —
RA Y NEHWEREEZT- TR, TV —T T—D2DT —<ITONWTHE
T o0, HEfFRIC, B RERERAZEROETY | BN 2 A
T5HEVSTNEELITo T, BZIC, TOREINEEIE LT, "7
A ATy arEiTol, SIGBCHARN, B RN, R4 1T
W, BFAEDN B EORELE LT OWNE TR,

CEREED

EE TR ZFES

CEEED

A =, AARmZE (2019 4EF  Ail)
FHEA =, TEEIET (2020 4 BiH)

[#a4E]

HARDIGHRETHDHIES DHEAZ~ A F — L, ROHIREZEM &9 5
TFUFEER L ENE EBRICROBSTHLEDL Z LT, BHRIAARL
BRORDEZERSBEETE D L5 heoTz, IESOEENEND LI IC
big ol HEE DI - BIEO S A PR U{ih 1T, FEERICHEREOHES
T/ANEE, FRBEIES R EZH L 52 & biTo 7o, AEIES TR OF5E

— 136 —




DHRA, MEE, KO, KGGDOT A a3 &b\ ) _RE IR E %M
72HDT, BINE-HIZZORELEL TKRY @%F%&Uﬂﬁik%
LB ENTETLHTE o7,

CEREED

HARGEST (2019 4R 281 ; 2020 4R 1240

CEEED

YR

(e ft]

ZORBIX ER LAV OREE L ARNFAEZRGIZ L, BEHEFR
HoboEBEMEHEAERBE E LCHL TV L0 THD, Bxui@
FFIZONWT, FEAMR L REZHE L, HOOW T D hEHE D,

FEICKI T B L MR 2RO D Z LA HIE L, o mNEAIE, ﬁ
fEim. JIREFE, Kb, EF, 5, 778 b, GBOEM, 5.
FEEE, A NRRAEFHEMALRETH D, BEIITELZETFINA—TT
A ATy TarERD AN, FAEBR OGN EERMICHATEIZONTEZD
NAHXICT LT, 2. BBROH S FE v 72OV T, BARANE AN
B LENRRE Y —=F ZITV, T —THEKEIToT,

W

i

-0}
B 5

W

CEREED

V= )y NU— 7 RSDHD%E 1T (2019 -+ 2020 4 H))

CEEED

P FRLA =

[ ft]

ZOFRBIXRY N2)  Vak =R A NN ST A PN
BL, AV —F> BT ONRHIRERBENZHIE T L L
%H%&#é#\%M&Hﬁ_yw~7v~7ﬁféékﬁﬁﬁ%@ﬁ
ICBWEBIETYLH 5, BR 2 a— 20 BRIk D®EY, (1) 2F 47
v FEFW, 5FbH, (2) 7uaJiE - A— LA X—VREORREMD,
(3) BHFARORMEMSD, (4) BibE\BORRE M, HET
TN—TT—7 & FiRE L TH#ED TN, 2019 FIX B AR, BIFAN
RIS % 3 A Lo

[(BtHE4]

Project Planning, Volunteering and Internship 3 (Autumn Semester in 2019 and
2020)

CEEED

Keizo Nanri, Kazumi Nagaike

(e ft]

This course aims to explore the possibility to revitalize local economy by crafts
and craft production through field trips. By the end of the course, students are
expected to have a good understanding of how depopulation has deteriorated the
rural economy in Japan and to develop insights into how this economic issue

can be resolved with crafts and craft production.

CEREED

Japanese Grammar & Discourse (Autumn and Spring Semesters in 2019 -

2020 F1£H)
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CEEED

Keizo Nanri

(i)

This course explored the Japanese language from two perspectives: sentence
construction and discourse construction. The sentential exploration was
conducted by focusing on 5 case markers (o, ni, to, e, de) the topic marker
wa, the subject marker ga, and serial verb construction. The discourse

exploration was conducted from the perspective of schema.

[(RtHEA4]

City Project: Oita and Beppu (Spring Semester in 2020)

CEEED

Keizo Nanri, Kazumi Nagaike

[#aFE]

This course aimed to critically but constructively review the streetscapes in
Beppu-shi and Oita-shi within the framework of design thinking. The areas
to be reviewed are the central areas of Oita and Beppu-shi, and Kannawa
area in Beppu. Students proposed their city master plan by taking the
following into consideration: (1) what major cultural facilities in Oita-shi
were like and what they needed to improve to attract visitors through a
comparison with similar facilities in other cities, (2) the significance of the
existence of old folk houses in cities such as Beppu, (3) the uniqueness of

onsen in Beppu, and (4) some universal characteristics of onsen.
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PRATFEVT R4y 2 (2019 5 mif ; 2020 45 mif)
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Sustainability and Glocal Development (Falls 2019 & 2020)

CEEED

Kaori I. Burkart

(i)

This course explored key global and local sustainable development issues related
to the natural environment and helped students acquire knowledge, attitudes, and
various values essential to creating a sustainable future through familiar themes
in their immediate surroundings (e.g., food mileage, plantations and palm oil, the
tragedy of the commons, food self-sufficiency). The course was designed to
motivate and empower students to reflect on their own behavior and make
collaborative decisions to support sustainable development in a democratic
context. Students practiced critical thinking skills through planned learning
activities in and outside of class (e.g., online discussions, presentations, in-class
group discussions). Students from different countries (e.g., Germany, China,
England, Taiwan, France, Hungary, Japan) shared diverse perspectives in class.
Since 2017, the course has included a field trip giving students great opportunities
to learn about sustainability efforts taking place in Oita but no field trip took place

this year due to the pandemic during the 2020 academic year.

[(RtE4]

Sustainability and Glocal Development 2 (Spring 2019 & 2020)

CEEED

Kaori I. Burkart

(i)

This course explored key global and local societal issues through the sustainable

— 139 —




development perspectives and helped students acquire knowledge, attitudes, and
various values essential to creating a sustainable future through familiar themes
in their social surroundings (e.g., poverty, disparity, mass consumptions, fast-
fashion, food waste, convenience store). The course was designed to motivate
and empower students to reflect their own behaviours and make collaborative
decisions to support sustainable development in a democratic context. Students
practiced critical thinking skills through planned learning activities in and
outside of class (e.g., online discussions, presentation, in-class group
discussions). Students were from Germany, China, England, Taiwan, France,
and Japan. Since 2017, the course has included a field trip giving students great
opportunities to learn about sustainability efforts taking place in Oita but no

field trip was taken place due to the pandemic in the academic year 2020.
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